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Background: 
Global innovation used to be a phenomenon uniquely confined to the industrialized world, 
until in the early 2000s emerging economies such as China, India and Eastern Europe 
became attractive as hosts for foreign R&D investment. A significant number of companies 
from developed countries now have set up, and are continuously expanding, R&D operations 
in these emerging economic powerhouses. While in earlier years the purpose of most of 
these new units were tasks mainly relating to the adoption of products to local markets, 
tailored development of local products or support functions for other R&D locations 
throughout the world, in recent years there has been an increasing trend towards locally 
performing full-scale product development and innovation and then taking these products to 
other developing markets, as well as to the original home markets in developed countries.  
At the same time, companies from developing countries are as well significantly expanding 
their own R&D activities, striving to move up the innovation value-chain and "export" their 
innovations to the rest of the world. Fueled by extensive efforts from national, international 
and municipal governments, aiming to establish conditions favorable for companies and their 
peoples to grow sustainably, and encouraging both indigenous, as well as foreign R&D 
activities within their borders, notably China and India have the potential to become 
noteworthy centers of research and innovation in the future. 
 
Pioneers in the disciplines of international business and technology and innovation 
management have proposed theories to describe and explain global innovation and R&D 
patterns. Bartlett and Ghoshal’s global-local typology has built the intellectual foundations for 
a whole generation of international innovation researchers. Vernon’s international product 
life-cycle has been verified over and over again in the practice of multinationals seeking to 
develop overseas markets. Substantial research has since gone into refining and extending 
their work with new dimensions and contingencies given the changing context for global 
innovation. 
From a managerial point-of-view, the challenges bravely identified as being rooted in 
differences between cultures, geographic locations, and communication, are yet to be 
adequately solved.  
 
This special issue aims at contributing to this thought process in the area of global innovation 
management for yet one more step by collecting a set of high-quality papers examining these 
phenomena and its related dimensions as exemplified below. Contributions both from an 
academic-scientific point of view as well as from a managerial perspective are welcome. 
 
Contributions may address but are not limited to the following topics: 
 

■ Developing countries as lead markets 

■ The extent of "export" of innovation from developing countries   

■ Initiating and managing reverse innovation  

■ The role of national, regional and sectoral innovation systems in encouraging or 
hindering global innovation from developing countries 

■ Low-cost/high-quality R&D in developing countries  



 

 

■ Input factors favoring R&D from developing countries 

■ Studies comparing innovation activities from different BRIC countries, Eastern Europe, 
and other developing countries on topics such as scale and scope of activities, 
performance differences, R&D missions, etc.  

■ R&D engineers from developing markets as members of global R&D teams 

■ Multinational innovators from developing countries  

■ The role of MNCs' R&D units in developing countries within global R&D networks  

 
 
Important dates: 

Submission deadline for abstracts: Aug. 31, 2010 

Submission deadline for full papers: Dec. 31, 2010 

Notification of acceptance: April 30, 2011 

Submission deadline for final version: May 31, 2011 

Expected publication date: Second half of 2011 
 
Review and revision of papers will start immediately upon receipt to allow authors as much 
time as possible to perfect their papers. 
 
Prospective authors are kindly asked to submit an extended abstract of about 1000 words 
before submitting the final paper and will receive a quick feedback on special issue fit and 
proper positioning.  
 
Editors and notes 
Submitted papers should not have been previously published nor be currently under 
consideration for publication elsewhere 
All papers are refereed through a peer review process. A guide for authors, sample copies 
and other relevant information for submitting papers are available on the Author Guidelines 
page at www.inderscience.com. 

Prospective authors are kindly asked to submit an extended abstract of about 1000 words 
before submitting the final paper and will receive a quick feedback on special issue fit and 
proper positioning.  

Abstracts should be sent to  

Prof. Dr. Cornelius Herstatt 
Institute for Technology and Innovation Management, Hamburg University of Technology 
E-mail: c.herstatt@tu-harburg.de 
Web: http://www.tu-harburg.de/tim; http://www.global-innovation.net   
 
Prof. Dr. Maximilian von Zedtwitz 
GLORAD Research Center for Global R&D Management, Tongji University 
E-mail: max@post.harvard.edu 
Web: http://www.glorad.org  

All papers must be submitted online. To submit a paper, please go to the Online 
Submissions of Papers page at www.inderscience.com. If you experience any problems 
submitting your paper online, please contact submissions@inderscience.com, describing the 
exact problem you experience. (Please include in your email the title of the Special Issue, the 
title of the Journal and the name of the Guest Editor) 


